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Cover: This experimental burn was set in the forests of the southeastern Amazon near the town
of Canarana, Mato Grosso state, Brazil. The experiment is the largest and longest-running burn
experiment in the Amazon. It aims to see how increasing fires are changing forest dynamics in the
southeastern Amazon, where the agricultural frontier is leaving drier forest edges that are more
prone to catch fire from ignitions that escape from intentional land use and management fires. The
experimental burns set by the researchers move slowly and at low intensities in the forest interior, but
they can still have damaging effects on trees that are not adapted to fire, particularly when drought
and fire coincide. These effects are described in an article in this issue by Jennifer K. Balch and
her colleagues. The article is part of a Special Section on Tropical Forest Responses to Large-Scale
Experiments. Photograph: Jennifer K. Balch.
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