LTER Education and Outreach Committee Conference Call
May 3, 2017
3:00-4:00 pm ET 
MINUTES
LTER Business 
I. Attendance
Jill Haukos – Co-Chair (KNZ), Caitlin Potter – Co-Chair (CDR), Jason Love – Secretary (CWT), Bess Caplan (BES), Sam Norlin (NCO), Marty Downs (NCO), Kari O’Connell (AND), Elena Sparrow (BNZ), Alan Berkowitz (BES), Stephanie Bestelmeyer (JOR), Christine Bean ?, Pamela Snow (HFR), Wendy Gram (NEON), Amanda Morrison (ARC), Alix Conway (BNZ), Alexandra Rose (NWT & MCM)
II. Approve past minutes

Minutes approved.

III. New Business

a. Network Communication Office (NCO) update, Marty Downs

1. Committee restructuring
By-law changes are taking place to reflect shift from LNO to NCO.  Right now things are still in flux, but the general shape of proposal will clarify existing committees that act more as clearing houses for information exchange rather than committees that have by-laws and make network-wide decisions.  Currently there are three categories of “committees”: 1) Committees that make decisions that are network-wide, 2) Committees that don’t make network-wide decisions, much like the Education and Outreach Committee, 3) Project-based committees.  Five of the major committees will attend the Science Council meeting to discuss these possible changes.  They also discussed the possibility of rotating Executive Board positions among the sites, much like the LTER Executive Board, but sites did not like that option.  
2. Request for input on Handbook for LTER Ed. Rep
Downs continued to make process on the Handbook for LTER Education Reps and would like feedback on it.  The Handbook will assist new Ed Reps in better understanding their role and provides resources such as links to funding sources.  The guide will be web-based.  Haukos would like this guide ready by September and will be contacting reps this summer to help out.
b. Network Updates
i. EB Updates, Kari O’Connell (absent)
1. EOC content for Kari’s 5-minute Executive Board (EB) meeting
Nothing to report.

c. Professional Development:  Wendy Gram, Director of Education and Engagement – NEON.  How NEON and LTER EOC can collaborate.
Gram introduced herself and presented a Powerpoint with the goal of exploring how LTER and NEON might be able to collaborate on different education projects. NEON’s education strategy is create data-driven educational resources to support and build a more informed society. NEON no longer runs a citizen science project and instead is looking at working closer with partners to expand its outreach component.  NEON is working on building its user community and making sure the data are available and more importantly, useable.  There are three primary groups working on outreach at NEON: 1) online resources, 2) domain managers (NEON sites are referred to as “Domains”) who serve as the point persons for outreach at each domain, and 3) in person-workshops, such as the Data Institute.  Gram mentioned that the primary user group that NEON is focusing on is the science community, including early career scientists such as undergraduates; they are not working with K-12. Downs asked about a distributed REU program with NEON and Gram agreed that an LTER-NEON distributed REU program might be worth looking into exploring further.  

d. Site Updates/Announcements
Berkowitz is the sole co-chair for the LTER Diversity Committee.  He would like to know if anyone else would like to serve as co-chair.  Berkowitz is interested in learning if any other sites have diversity initiatives or plans.  The Big Table would be good to link to the LTER E&O Handbook.  Sparrow remarked that BNZ is involved in diversity in hiring Alaska native community members and including elders and native hunters in citizen science initiatives.
Rose announced that she is LTER Education rep for both NWT and McMurdo.  Love announced that he spent the day working with Mary Spivey, former E&O rep for Cedar Creek LTER and former Chair of the LTER E&O Committee.  She and her husband moved to Asheville, NC.  Mary says “hello” to everyone and wished us the best.
e. Grant Announcements/Updates

Nothing to report.

f. Working Group Updates 
i. Professional Development – monthly topics for call
ii. Ecological Data Literacy – Alan Berkowitz, Kari O’Connell\
Berkowitz announced that their working group is getting ready to present at ESA.

iii. Next Generation Science Standards – Steven McGee
Nothing to report.
iv. Children’s Book Series – Alex?
Nothing to report

v. Citizen Science – Elena Sparrow
Citizen Science Conference May 17-19 at Minneapolis.  There is a new GLOBE app for clouds as well as reporting mosquitoes.  The latter app will be ready in June.

vi. Higher Education – Jill Haukos
Berkowitz reported that he will try and convene a meeting to explore the distributed REU idea further.
g. Ad hoc Committees and Other Representation

i. Graduate Students -  Alix Conway (BNZ)
Nothing to report

IV. EOC Meeting Schedule

a. June 7, 2017
b. July 12, 2017 (one week later than our usual date)
c. August 2, 2017
d. September 6, 2017
e. October 4, 2017
